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Like his father. Shah Jahan was the son of a Rajput . 
mother, so that by blood he was more than half a Hindu, 
but he is the first of the dynasty who can be descri- 
bed as an orthodox Muslim. It would be going too far 
to call him a systematic persecutor, but the admin. 
istration was invigorated on the religious side, and “fh 
the interests of Islam were put first. Hindus ‘were ~ 
prevented from building new temples, the Jesuit. }} 
missionaries at Agra were for a short time actively =} 
persecuted, in the Chronicles Moslems stand out 
quite clearly as the ruling class. is 
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» Aurangzeb had many good qualities, great personal 
courage, a cool and clear head, Untiring industory, 
a deep sense of religion and complete control over 
the ordinary possions of human nature; but these 
could not avail against his lack of statesmanship 
himself a rigid Molsim, his guiding principle was 
to organise the empire in strict accordance with 
the public law of Islam, and he persued this course 
without any recognition of the facts which it is a 
Stateman business to take into account. His reign 
was thus tragedy, for his religions, as he understood 
it compelled him to wreck his. Sirhindi by reversing 


# the policy adopted by Akbar, which had made its 
iB, existance possible. 
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